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undoubtedly have extensive support from the population^
which had recently revolted against the Soviet regime.
But when Fomin announced this plan to the cossacks they
all declared with one accord " We won't go out of our
own region." Meetings were held in the band. The decision
had to be rescinded. For four days in succession they
retreated continually eastward, avoiding a fight with the
cavalry force which had pressed on their heels all the way
from Kazanska district.
It was not easy to move without leaving any traces of
themselves, for everywhere the spring field labour was in
progress, and people were at work even in the most remote
parts of the steppe. The band retreated during the dark
spring nights, but hardly had it halted in the morning to
feed the horses when a  hostile mounted reconnaissance
patrol appeared not far away, a hand machine-gun began
to rattle in short snaps,  and the Fomin men hurriedly-4
bridled their horses.  Beyond the village of Melnikov in
Vieshenska district Fomin succeeded in tricking the enemy
by a clever manoeuvre, and got clear away from the pursuit.
From the reports of his own reconnaissance patrols he knew
that a persistent and intelligent cossack from Bukanovsky
district was in command of the Red cavalry ; he also knew
that this force was numerically almost twice as large as his
own band, had six light machine-guns, and fresh horses
which had not been exhausted by long marches.  All these
circumstances rendered it necessary to avoid a battle, so
that his men and horses could rest.  Then, when the oppor-
tunity presented itself, he must break up the Red cavalry
not in open fight, but by a sudden onslaught, and so shake
off the incessant pursuit.  In this way he might also be able
to obtain machine-guns and rifle bullets at the expense
of the enemy.
But his calculations proved to be mistaken. Gregorys
fears for the band were completely confirmed on April i8th.
The previous evening Fomin and the majority of the rank
and file had drunk heavily. At dawn they left the village
where they had halted. During the night hardly a man
had had any sleep, and now many of them dozed in their
saddles. Towards nine o'clock in the morning they made a
halt on the outskirts of a wood not far from the village of